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Despite significant and well-preserved archaeological remains, cities in Roman Palestine were 
somewhat neglected in general discussions on Roman architecture, compared to other regions of 
the Empire. This book intends to fill in the gap and focuses on one of the most typical monuments 
of the Roman city - the basilica. With the advance of Roman conquest around the Mediterranean, 
basilica structures were erected also in the provinces. But how common was the basilica in the 
peripheral provinces? The adoption and adaptation of the Roman basilica in the Eastern Empire in 
general and in Roman Palestine, in particular, stand as the main issues discussed in the workshop, 
whose proceedings are presented in this volume. The primary aim of this workshop and its pro-
ceedings is to investigate the roles and architectural layouts of the basilicas in the cities of Roman 
Palestine with their heterogeneous ethnic and religious makeup. The case studies from  Jerusalem, 
Sepphoris, Hippos-Sussita, and Ashkelon are described and examined against the background of 
comparanda from Arabia, North Africa, Sicily, and Italy. 
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Abstract

Hippos was a small Graeco-Roman city in Roman Syria-Palaestina; yet, it holds a prom-
inent place in the modern research of Roman provinces thanks to years of orderly explo-
ration, and the state of preservation of its remains. In no other field does it feature more 
prominently than in the research of basilicae – the basilica of Hippos is one of the only 
basilicae in the region that has been fully excavated and preserved with high degree of 
detail. The excavated material and the architectural characteristics reveal that it was erect-
ed at the end of the 1st century CE and destroyed in the 363 CE earthquake. High quality 
stucco and vivid wall paintings of the inner décor, which covered the walls and the basalt 
colonnades, attest to the elegant look of the basilica’s interior. Some marble architectural 
fragments point to limited renovations, typical for provincial in-land cities in the 2nd–3rd 
century CE. The basilica at Hippos almost fully visualizes how this type of building was re-
produced outside of the core of the Roman Empire. The short comparative study included 
in the article not only contextualizes the findings from Hippos, but also reveals a narrative 
of the regional basilicae – they belonged to the ‘Vitruvian’ and ‘Pompeian’ types, were 
constructed between the 1st century BCE and the 3rd century CE, and went out of use no 
later than the 363 CE earthquake. 

Introduction

Antiochia Hippos was one of the Graeco-Roman cities of the Decapolis, 
founded on top of Mount Sussita, ca. 2 km east of the Sea of Galilee in the first 
half of the 2nd century BCE 1. The main excavations at the site began in 2000 under 
the auspices of the Zinman Institute of Archaeology, University of Haifa, Israel 2. 

The basilica of Hippos stood in the center of the city, immediately northeast 
of the forum, towards the northern cliff of the mountain (Figs. 1 – 3). Its remains 
were completely buried, and the archaeologists had no clue as to what they were 

* Acknowledgments – I wish to thank Arthur Segal for his valuable insights and Arleta Kowalewska 
for her language editing and refining of the text. Thanks are due to those who supervised the basilica 
area throughout the years, mainly to Haim Shkolnik, for their professional work and field reports. 
I am grateful to the Zinman Institute of Archaeology of the University of Haifa for supporting the 
excavations logistically in the field and in laboratories.
1 Dvorjetski 2014; Eisenberg 2017a.
2 Eisenberg 2019a, 366, footnote 6.
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