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The tradition of minting city coins in the eastern Mediterranean dates back to the Persian period
(beginning in the 5th century BCE) and evolved especially after the conquests of Alexander the Great
and the establishment of the Hellenistic kingdoms.

During the time of the Roman Empire this phenomenon intensified because the Roman authorities
granted many cities the right to mint their own coins. Apart from the economic benefits, this right
augmented a city’s prestige and enabled the Roman government to save the expense of minting and
transporting large amounts of money.

Antiochia Hippos (Sussita), started minting its own coins several years after Syria was annexed by the
Romans. Like many other cities in the Land of Israel, Syria and Transjordan, Hippos began to count its
existence (its “era”) from the year it began its own minting, in this case, 64 BCE. The earliest coin of
Antiochia Hippos found so far, dated 38/7 BCE, is a civic issue with a bust of Tyche on its obverse and
a horse (a manifestation of the city’s name), on its reverse.

Coins bearing portraits of the Roman emperors were first minted at Hippos during the reign of Nero
and dated to the year 67/8 CE. The mint continued to issue coins irregularly from that year until the
reign of Emperor Elagabalus (218-222 CE), after which it closed.

Antiochia Hippos also issued coins with other designs, associated with its religious life and featuring
Tyche, Zeus and the mythological horse Pegasus. Apart from reviewing the different coin types, the
article also surveys the find spots of the coins in the surrounding region, showing that the city coins
issued at Antiochia Hippos were used mainly in its immediate area.
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